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J.  T.  Baxter,  Esq. 

R.  Finney,  Esq. 

G.  Hilton,  Esq. 

(J.  C.  FIyatt,  Esq. 


T.  Kenyon,  Esq. 

P.  Macnamara,  Esq. 

A.  E.  Naylor,  Esq. 

B.  Park,  Esq.,  J.P. 
J.  Speakman,  Esq. 


Clerk  : 

D.  Chisholm,  Esq. 


Staff  Public  Health  Department  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


Fellow  of  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 


Sanitary  Inspector  : 
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STANDISH, 

June,  1938. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Standish-with- Lang  tree  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Bottomley  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Eighth  Annual 
.Report  on  the  Health  and  sanitary  conditions  prevailing  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Standish. 

I  thank  you  for  your  keen  interest  and  help  which  you 
have  always  given  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  Public  Health. 

I  also  thank  Mr.  Coupe,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Mr. 
Holland,  for  their  valuable  assistance  during  the  year. 

I  have,  Mrs.  Bottomley  and  Gentlemen, 

The  honour  to  be, 

« 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  ORMSBY,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Fellow  of  the  Societv  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 
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Standish, 

June,  1938. 

Statistical  Summary  for  1937. 


Population  (Census  1921)  .  7,294 

Population  (Census  1931)  .  7,337 

Estimated  Population  ( 1936)  .  7,964 

Estimated  Population  (1937)  .  8,169 

Acreage  of  Township  .  3,266  acres 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  .  2*5 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . , .  ,£134  Os.  Od. 

Rateable  Value  .  £35,413 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

/Legitimate  . 

. 129 

61 

68 

Live  Births :  -  Illegitimate  . 

.  3 

1 

2 

'  Total  . 

. 132 

62 

70 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  16T 


Still  Births  .  6 

Deaths  . . .  82  40  42 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  10*0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  :  Puerperal  Sepis .  0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  0 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births . . .  53 

Deaths  from  Cancer  .  8 

Deaths  frcm  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 
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BIRTHS.-  -132  births  were  registered  in  1937,  62  males  and 
70  females,  compared  with  126  in  1936. 

The  birth  rate  was  16.0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population, 
compared  with  15.8  in  1936,  and  14.9  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales. 

Mean  of  5  years,  1932-1936  . 

Year  1936  . 

„  1937  . 

Increase  in  1937  on  5  years’  average  ... 

Increase  on  1936  . 


13.8 

15.8 
16.1 

2.3 

0.3 


DEATHS.  82  deaths  occurred  in  1937,  40  males  and  42 
females,  compared  with  76  in  1936,  90  in  1935,  76  in  1934,  73  in 
1933,  85  in  1932,  and  105  in  1931. 


The  death  rate  was  10.0,  compared  with  9.5  for  1936  and  12.4 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 


Mean  of  5  years,  1932-1936 
Year  1936  . 


Decrease  in  1937  on  5  years’  average 
Increase  on  1936  . 


10.4 

9.5 

10.0 

0.4 

0.5 


The  causes  of  deaths  were  : — 

Heart  Disease . 

Cancer  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Influenza . 

Nephritis . 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Senility  . 


19 

8 

6 

6 

5 

3 

5 

7 
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Digestive  Disease  .  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .  3 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  .  3 

Diarrhoea,  under  2  years  .  1 

Liver  Disease .  1 

Peptic  Ulcer  .  1 

Diabetes  .  1 

Congenital  Debility  .  2 

Suicide  .  1 

Other  Violence  .  3 

Other  Defined  Causes  .  6 


Eight  deaths  occurred  from  Cancer  in  1937,  5  males  and  3 
females,  compared  with  7  during  1936  and  15  during  1935. 

Mean  of  5  years,  1932-1936  . 

Year  1936  . 

„  1937  . 

Decrease  in  1936  on  5  years’  average,  1931-1935  ... 

Increase  on  previous  year . 

The  ages  and  sexes  of  the  diseased  and  sites  of  the  Cancer  were 
as  follows: — 


M. 

78. 

M. 

53 . 

.  Stomach. 

M. 

55. 

M. 

72 . 

.  Tongue. 

M. 

72. 

F. 

61 . 

Bowels 

F. 

61. 

.  .  . 

...  ...  ... 

.  Uterus. 

F. 

51. 

.  Liver. 

INFANTILE  DEATHS. — 7  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  of  age  occurred  in  1937,  4  males  and  3  females,  compared  with 
7  in  1936. 

The  death  rate  was  54  compared  with  58  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales. 


1.27 

0.87 

0.97 

0.30 

0.10 
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The  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Bronclio-pneumonia — 6  months,  11  months,  6  month. 
Convulsions — 3  months. 

Acute  Bronchitis — 1  month. 

Malformation — 3  weeks. 

Congenital  Debility — 6  days. 


Mean  of  5  years,  1332-1936  ... 
Year  1936  . 


Decrease  on  5  years’  average 
Decrease  on  1936  . . 


67 

55 

53 

14 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— 33  cases  occurred  in  1937 
compared  with  49  in  1936. 

5  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

7  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

16  cases  of  Pneumonia. 

5  cases  of  Erysipelas. 

The  diphtheria  cases  were  mild  in  type.  No  deaths  occurred 
from  diphtheria. 

The  age  groups  of  the  various  diseases  were  as  follows : — 

Under  YEARS.  65  & 

1  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-35  35-45  45-65  Over 

111—  1  14  3  —  3  3  33 

TUBERCULOSIS _ 7  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

were  notified,  5  males,  aged  17,  18,  35,  45,  and  76,  and  2  females, 
aged  12  and  21  years. 

The  Non-respiratory  type  of  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  2  females 
and  2  males,  the  age  groups  being : — 

3  years — 1  male. 

5-10  years — 1  female,  1  male. 

20-25  years — 1  female. 


Three  deaths  occurred  from  the  Respiratory  type  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis — M.  9,  M.  36,  F.  36. 


Death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  : — 

Mean  of  5  years,  1932-1936  . 

Year  1936  . 

„  1937  . 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1937  on 

5  years'  average,  1932-1936 
Decrease  on  1936  . 


0.36 

0.37 

0.36 

Nil 

0.01 


IV! ILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  19  26.— 262  inspec¬ 
tions  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
Two  more  farms  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  Accredited  Milk 
Producers,  making  a  total  of  9  in  all.  Several  other  farmers  have 
modernized  their  cowsheds  and  conditions  all  round  now  assure 
the  production  of  cleaner  milk. 

SEDIMENT  TESTS.— 30  tests  have  been  taken,  and 
with  the  exception  of  two  cases  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

SCHOOL  MILK  SAMPLES. — 24  samples  have  been 
taken  for  Tuberculosis  Examination.  Cf  these  one  was  returned 
positive. 

T.B.  MILK  SAMPLES.  - — 32  samples  have  been  taken.  6 
of  these  were  returned  positive,  and  were  reported  to  the  County 
Council  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 


MEAT  AND  FOODS.— There  are  6  licenced  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  district.  During  the  past  year,  286  visits  were  made. 
Lime-washing  was  carried  out  quarterly.  Carcases  were  examined 
immediately  after  slaughter,  and  meat  and  other  foods  were  also 
examined  when  exposed  for  sale.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  a  vendor  for  having  deposited  for  sale  unsound  meat.  He 
was  fined  £15  and  costs. 
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The  following  carcases  were  examined  : — 

Heifers  Cows  Pigs  Sheep  and  Lambs  Calves 

107  136  278  865  42~ 

The  following  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  food  of  man : — 

Entire  carcases  (T.B.): — 2  cows,  6  pigs. 

Parts  of  carcases  or  organs  — 97. 

The  following  foods  were  also  surrendered  as  unfit  for  food 
of  man : — 

866  lbs.  of  apricot  jam;  43  lbs.  of  mincemeat;  216  lbs.  of 

red  cabbage;  511  lbs.  of  gooseberry  jam;  80  lbs.  of  tea; 

25  lbs.  of  prunes ;  24  lbs.  of  rice ;  24  bottles  of  pickles ; 

30'  tins  of  fruit. 

In  two  cases  the  food  was  found  on  inspection,  and  the  vendors 
were  warned  that  on  recurrence  of  the  same,  they  would  be  reported 
to  the  Council. 

A  report  has  been  received  from  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Lancashire  Constabulary  in  connection  with  the  samples  taken  in 
this  District  during  1937,  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928.  From  this  report  it  appears  that  27  samples  of  Milk 
were  taken  and  17  other  samples  of  different  foodstuffs.  The  County 
Analyst  returned  these  samples  as  genuine  except  a  sample  of  mar¬ 
malade  which  was  deficient  3.5%  insoluble  solids.  This  was  only 
an  informal  sample  and  thus  no  action  was  taken  against  the  vendor. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  &  BAKEHOUSES 

44  inspections  have  been  made,  and  3  notices  served.  The  conditions 
were  satisfactory,  limewashing  having  been  carried  out  regularly. 

NUISANCES  &  SANITARY  DEFECTS.-  System¬ 
atic  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  carried  out.  472  nuisances 
and  defects  were  attended  to  during  the  year,  and  as  a  result  of  462 
informal  notices  and  5  statutory  notices,  467  were  abated. 
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NEW  BUILDINGS  Sl  HOUSING.— Plans  for  the 
erection  of  88  houses  were  approved  during  the  year.  These  were 
all  built  by  private  enterprise.  At  the  time  of  making  this  report 
the  Council  have  180  houses  in  the  course  of  erection  on  three 
building  sites,  namely : — Avondale  Site,  Standish  Lower  Ground 
Site,  and  Almond  Brook  Road  Site.  The  figures  for  the  last  ten 
years  are  as  follows : — 

1928  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937 


— 

—  —  — 

22  18  32 

42 

46 

• — 

16 

By  private  enterprise  with  State  assistance 

: — 

16 

14  —  — 

22  18  32 

42 

46 

• — 

By  private  enterprise 

without  State  assistance  : — 
* 

11 

12  19  22 

45  79  94 

98 

96 

88 

— 

TOTALS 

27 

26  19  22 

67  97  126 

140 

142 

88 

HOUSING  ACT,  1  9  3  6.— Luring  the  past  year,  33 
houses  have  been  relieved  of  overcrowding,  either  by  voluntary 
removals  of  tenants  or  by  the  Council’s  scheme  of  offering  vacated 
Council  houses  to  overcrowded  families.  The  number  of  premises 
still  overcrowded  total  195,  and  the  number  of  families  dwelling 
therein  is  267.  A  re-survey  of  the  district  is  at  present  taking  place, 
but  no  new  cases  of  overcrowding  have,  as  yet,  arisen. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL  &  COLLECTION _ This 

has  received  a  great  deal  of  attention  insomuch  as  it  has  been 
necessary  to  renew  one  vehicle  and  to  consider  renewing  the  other. 
Owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  district  it  has  been  necessary  to 
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have  both  motor  vehicles  constantly  engaged  on  the  work.  Another 
step  has  been  taken  in  improving  the  Sanitary  conditions  of  the 
district  by  the  conversion  of  54  privies  to  water  closets. 


The  returns  for  refuse  collections  are  as  follows : — 


Ashpits 

Bins 

Pails 

Cess¬ 

pools 

Loads 

Tons. 

Total 

Bedford 

262 

62,316 

1,062 

3 

2,162 

3,243 

Karrier 

769 

11,821 

920 

10 

1,276 

2,914 

Totals 

1,031 

74,137 

1,982 

13 

3,438 

6,157 

SEWERAGE  &  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.— Constant 

attention  has  been  given  to  flushing  and  cleansing  of  all  sewers  and 
manholes.  During  the  year  Messrs.  C.  Lomax  &  Sons,  of  Manchester, 
undertook  to  survey  the  sewerage  of  the  district  and  a  report  has 
been  accepted  by  the  Council.  The  estimated  cost  for  the  sewerage 
of  the  district  being  approximately  £45,000.  Plans  and  specification 
are  being  prepared  for  the  carying  out  of  this  work. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934.  -A  feature  of  the  Shops  Act 
administration  has  been  the  issue  of  pamphlets  setting  out  the  main 
provisions  of  the  Acts  and  local  Closing  Orders.  Reports  on  each 
shop  have  been  forwarded  to  the  County  Council,  having  regard 
to  washing  facilities,  lighting,  ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences, 
and  the  employment  of  young  persons. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT.— 

During  the  first  week  in  November,  Rat  Week  was  observed  by  the 
Council.  Free  rat  poison  was  given  and  advice  offered  on  applica¬ 
tion.  A  penny  a  tail  was  offered  for  each  rat  tail  submitted 
During  the  week  a  film  showing  the  destructive  tendencies  of  rats, 
was  shown  at  the  local  cinema.  .Several  persons  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  to  receive  fat  poison,  and  on  the  whole  the 
scheme  tended  to  further  the  public’s  efforts  towards  the  extermin¬ 
ation  of  rats  and  mice. 
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WATER, — The  standard  of  water  has  risen  during  the  year. 
11  samples  have  been  taken  for  bacteriololical  examination,  and 
4  samples  for  chemical  analysis.  The  results  in  the  case  of  the 
bacteriological  samples  were  good,  but  the  results  in  the  chemical 
analysis  were  not  up  to  standard.  The  P.H.  value  was  low  and  this 
necessitated  the  installation  of  soda-ash  plant  at  the  works.  Plans 
and  specifications  are  being  prepared  for  the  laying  of  a  new  water 
main  to  Standish  Lower  Ground,  and  a  much  better  supply  will 
then  be  ensured. 
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SUMMARY. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1937,  for  the  Urban  District  of 
Standish-with-Langtree  Urban  District  Council. 

1— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 


THE  AREA. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,266 

Population — Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,337 

Registrar- General’s  estimate  of  resident  population,  1937  8,169 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  1,706 

End  of  1937  according  to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  2,292 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  <£35,113 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £134  0  0 


Social  conditions,  including  the  chief  industries  carried  on  in  the 
area. — Coal  mining  and  agriculture. 

Extent  of  unemployment. —  About  10%  of  insurable  population  ; 
in  addition  there  are  many  partially  unemployed.  The  unem¬ 
ployment  chiefly  consists  of  colliery  workers. 

The  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  public  health. — Nil. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Particulars  of  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
which  has  received  or  required  comment. — None. 

Any  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been  specially  note¬ 
worthy  in  the  area  during  the  year. — None. 

Any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which  apjrear  to  have 
had  a  prejudicial  effect  on  health. — None. 

Any  evidence  statistical  or  otherwise,  that  unemployment  has  exer¬ 
cised  any  significant  influence  on  the  health  or  physique  of 
children  or  adults — None. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


t 
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Total  amount  of  financial  assistance  given  by  local  Wigan  Infirmary  ^io.  Christie  Cancer  Hospital, 
authority  to  voluntary  associations.  Manchester  £10.  Standish  District  Nursing 

Association  £10. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : — 

Is  there  in  your  district : — 
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Health  Education  : — 

Any  action  taken  by  the  local  authority  during  the  year  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  information  or 
dissemination  of  knowledge  relating  to  health  or  disease?  (e.g.,  Health  Week,  Special  Lectures,  etc.) 
County  Council  health  posters  and  pamphlets  distributed. 

New  Legislation  (if  any)  and  date  of  operation — Local  Acts  :  None. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage — 

Sewage  disposal  works,  method  of  treatment.  Settlement,  land  irrigation  and  filtration. 


Any  extension  or  improvement  during  the  year  Extension  of  sewers  for  new  streets  and  properties, 
with  regard  to  works  or  sewerage  system.  Plans,  specifications  and  quantities  being  prepared 

for  extension  of  sewerage  system. 

Areas,  or  Townships,  without  proper  drainage  Only  houses  not  within  reasonable  distance  of 
system,  and  reason  therefor.  Council’s  sewers. 
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Is  there  any  definite  policy  at  the  present  time  for  Yes,  the  Council  are  encouraging  conversions  of  privy 
abolishing  privy  middens  and  pail  closets?  closets  with  a  view  to  their  ultimate  abolition. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  during  1937,— 

Number  of  premises  visited  I53I- 

Defects  or  nuisances.  Number  discovered,  472.  Number  abated,  472. 

Number  of  notices  served.  Informal,  467.  Statutory,  5. 
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REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES:— 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers. — 355. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936.— PART  IV.— OVERCROWDING 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year. — 195. 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein. — 267. 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein. — 889. 
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(a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  houses  owned  by  the  local  authority  which  have  been  relieved  during 

I937- — None. 

(b)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  which  have  been  relieved  in  the  course  of  slum  clearance  operations — g. 

(c)  Particulars  of  any  case  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local  authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding. — None. 


Fitness  of  houses. 

(a)  Difficulties  found  in  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  or  under  the  Housing  Acts. —  None. 

(b)  No.  of  houses  which  have  not  an  adequate  internal  water  supply. — None. 

(c)  No.  of  houses  which  have  no  separate  water  closet  or  other  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  : 
None. 
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What  is  their  condition?- 


Has  any  owner  undertaken  (voluntarily)  structural  alterations  or  improvements  to  farm  buildings,  e.g.,  re¬ 
modelling  of  cowsheds  (Give  brief  particulars). — Yes.  Four  farmers  have  modernized  their  cowsheds 
and  dairies  and  obtained  Accredited  (Producer)  licences,  making  a  total  of  9  for  the  district. 
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(a)  Action  taken  with  regard  to  meat  and  other  foods,  including  inspection  of  meat,  slaughterhouses, 
shops,  stalls  and  vehicles,  and  places  where  food  is  prepared. — A  regular  and  systematic  inspection 
of  slaughterhouses,  meat  shops,  and  all  other  places  where  food  is  prepared,  is  carried  out  with 
satisfactory  results. 

Number  of  legal  proceedings  and  result. — One.  Fined  ^15  and  costs,  (Unsound  Meat). 
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Are  any  retaining  fees  paid — No. 

Or,  if  a  joint  hospital,  is  the  district  a  constituent  authority? — No. 

Are  patients  required  to  contribute  towards  cost  of  treatment  — No. 

Cost  of  hospital  treatment  for  infectious  diseases.  The  total  cost  to  the  local  authority  for  two  recent 
years. — Year  ended  December  1936,  ^120;  Year  ended  December  1937,  j^i35- 


Observations  as  to  sufficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  available  accommodation.— Accommodation  sufficient. 
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rheumatic  fever,  undulant  fever,  glandular  lever,  or  psittacosis.— 1\ one. 

Any  local  action  taken  in  regard  to  the  use  of  measles  serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation  — No. 

Discovery  of  and  action  taken  in  regard  to  (a)  contacts,  (b)  return  cases,  (c)  carrier  cases  (specify  disease). 


Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations. — At  which  laboratory  are  specimens  examined?  Wigan 
Infirmary. 

Number  and  nature  of  specimens  examined  in  1937 — Threat  Swabs,  36  ;  Sputum,  8  ;  Blood,  3  ; 

Urine,  1  ;  Urethral  Smears,  5. 
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Disinfection  after  infectious  disease — 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  during  1937. — 8.  Method  (slate  disinfectant  used). — formaldehyde. 

Are  houses  disinfected  after  (a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Yes.  (b)  Measles. — On  request. 

If  apparatus  at  hospital  is  available,  is  it  used  for  the  disinfection  of  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  of  patients 
not  removed  to  the  hospital? — Yes. 
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Prevention  of  Blindness — 

Action  taken  (if  any)  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  19-25,  or  section  176  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease 
or  injury  to  the  eyes. — None. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 
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Totals 


What  is  the  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis  deaths?— Nil 
In  your  opinion,  is  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  your  district  efficient?— Yes. 
Has  any  action  been  taken  in  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify?  No. 
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